WATER  UNDER  THE  BRIDGES
selected by that wise stateman Lord Cromer, who foresaw clearly the
sure evolution of Egyptian history.
Both the Conservative and the Liberal leaders were all of Turkish
origin. The Nationalists, on the other hand, were of almost purely
Egyptian blood, but, rather like our own Labour party in its early
days, without administrative experience, and less intelligent than their
rivals. But they were then and are the coming force in the land, with
the fellaheen behind them. The Conservatives were strong supporters
of the Throne, and though comparatively stupid were also com-
paratively honest. They had behind them the prestige which a King,
who is the dispenser of titles and decorations and other advantages,
inevitably gives. The Liberals, headed in 1924 by Sarwat and Sidky
Pashas (die latter a financial genius, who would have succeeded in any
country), the Copt Tewfik Doss and Hafiz Afifi Bey, comprised the
intelligentsia of Egypt. It was this latter virtue which undoubtedly
endeared them to their fellow-intelligentsia at the British Embassy,
since their backing in the country itself was practically non-existent.
To all intents and purposes they represented themselves and nobody
but themselves, but they were intelligent enough to have always
governed the country well, while looking carefully after their own
interests. Not that there were no absolutely honest men among them.
Hafiz Afifi was one, and so, in particular, was Adly Pasha, their real
leader, who, by the time I got to Egypt, had adopted the role of elder
statesman and left his mantle to Sarwat Pasha to wear. He was,
however, to come back again as Prime Minister later for a while after
Ziwar had gone.
Dishonesty was not the prerogative of the Liberals. King Fuad
once told me that when any one'of his subjects asked for an audience
it was always for one of three things, a title, a decoration, or money,
and he always knew in advance which in the particular case it would
be. Honesty is either a natural virtue or one slowly built up on
tradition. In our own case both these factors have been instrumental
in creating the high standard of honesty which in general exists in
Britain and the British Empire. Fundamentally the Anglo-Saxon
race was always honest by nature and inclination, but the tradition
was only fixed during the Victorian epoch. When we criticize others,
as we are apt so lightly to do, we forget our own past, the age of
Walpole, who said, like King Fuad, "Every man has his price," the
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